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Peace and Conflicts in South Asla

It is indeed a privilege
and an honour for me to
address this exclusive
gathering of Nepalese media
representatives, intellectuals
and thinkers. | welcome you
all to the Embassy of
Pakistan.

Today, | will share a few
thoughts with you about
Peace and Conflicts in South
Asia. But before we proceed
to discuss the conflicts in our
region, let us see what is
meant by peace and what is
the concept of peace and war
inreligion especially religions
prevalent in South Asia.

The word ‘peace’ is
derived from the Latin word
‘pax’ and it literally means a
pact, a contract or an
agreement to end a war or
any dispute or conflict
between two people, two
nations or two groups of
people. Hence a situation or
aperiod of time in which there
is no war or violence in a
country or an area is peace.

All religions of the world
teach and preach peace - be
it Hinduism, Buddhism,
Judaism, Christianity, Islam,
Sikhism or any other
religion. Although most of
them do allow Just Wars but
with certain conditions. No
religion can permit you to kill
the innocent, women and
children.

However, unfortunately
religions have been widely
misinterpreted and a large
number of  militant
organizations exist in the
name of various religions
throughout the world.
Moreover, injustice,
oppression, deprivation and
poverty serve as root causes
of violence. At national and
international levels, itis clash
of interests that leads to
conflicts. The pursuit of
domination or hegemony by
a state in a region is often
responsible for regional
conflicts.

South Asia is one of the
world's largest regions with
almost one fifth of the world
population. It has been centre
of some major conflicts
during last few decades.
Most important ones have
been Soviet and the US
invasions of Afghanistan,
Kashmir dispute between
Pakistan and India, Tamil
insurgency in Sri Lanka and
the Conflict between the
Maoists and Government in
Nepal. The LTTE has now
been successfully defeated
in Sri Lanka. The Maoists in
Nepal have laid down arms
and joined the mainstream
politics. The Soviet Union
withdrew from Afghanistan
and was finally disintegrated.
Now the remaining major
issues are the Afghan Crisis
and Kashmir Dispute.

In Afghanistan, the
NATO forces plan to

withdraw sooner or later and
efforts are on to resolve the
issue through talks with the
opposition forces. If all
parties agree and succeed in
bringing peace to
Afghanistan with the
departure of NATO forces,
this will be a great
achievement. Pakistan will,
of course support any effort
meant to achieve this goal.
The Prime Minister of
Pakistan in a recent speech
said, "Pakistan has high stake
in Afghanistan's stability,
unity, territorial integrity and
prosperity. We support
efforts for promoting an
Afghan-led and Afghan-
driven reconciliation
process. Without peace in
Afghanistan, there can be no
peace in our region."
Pakistan's sacrifices in
fighting terrorism are on
record. Recently in a Joint
Statement issued on 22

October, 2010 after the US-
Pakistan Strategic Dialogue,

the United States
commended the steadfast
resolve of the Government
and people of Pakistan,
armed forces, and law
enforcement agencies to
defeat terrorists. The United
States and Pakistan renewed
their resolve to promoting
peace, stability, and
transparency throughout the
region and to eliminate the
threats posed by terrorism
and extremism.
Kashmir Dispute

Last but not the least is
the Kashmir Dispute. The
Kashmiri struggle cannot be
designated as a terrorist
movement. On the contrary,
the Kashmiris are engaged in
a legitimate freedom struggle
to exercise the right of self-
determination promised to
them by the United Nations.
The UN Security Council
resolutions of 1948 and 1949
provide for the holding of a
free and impartial plebiscite

for the determination of the
future of the state by the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

e The basic points
about the UN resolutions are
that:

e The complaint
relating to Kashmir was
initiated by India in the
Security Council;

e The Council
explicitly and by
implications, rejected India’s
claim that Kashmir is legally
Indian territory;

e The resolutions
established self-
determination as the
governing principal for the
settlement of the Kashmir
dispute. This is the world
body's commitment to the
people of Kashmir;

e The resolutions
endorsed a  binding
agreement between India and
Pakistan reached through the

mediation of UNCIP (UN
Commission for India and
Pakistan), that a plebiscite
would be held, under agreed
and specified conditions.

e Pakistan continues
to adhere to the UN
resolutions. These are
binding also on India.

e The Security
Council has also rejected the
Indian contention that the
people of Kashmir have
exercised their right of self-
determination y
participating in the "election”
which India has organized
from time to time in the Held
Kashmir.

And let me clarify here
that the Simla Agreement of
2 July 1972 did not alter the
status of Jammu and
Kashmir as a disputed
territory: Para 6 of the
Agreement lists "a final
settlement of Jammu and
Kashmir" as one of the
outstanding issues.

The legitimate freedom
struggle to exercise the right

of self-determination by
Kashmiris is, however,
suppressed by force
resulting in brutal violations
of human rights by the
troops deployed in the Indian
held Kashmir. According to
Kashmir Media Service,
93,471 people have been
killed during last 20 years
including 6,975 custodial
killings. 118,424 Kashmiri
civilians have been arrested
and 9,962 women have been
molested/ gang-raped. Only
during last three months
more than 100 innocent
civilians have been killed in
peaceful protests.

Pakistan has remained
engaged in a peace process
with India that led to
significant improvement in
bilateral relations. However,
Mumbai incident has put the
peace process under strain.
Nevertheless, the two
countries must seize the
opportunity provided by the
international environment to
address all problems
especially the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute that has
been at the heart of conflict
and tension in South Asia.

Destabilization of South
Asiawould have incalculable
consequences for global
peace and security. We,
therefore, have been asking
India to reciprocate
Pakistan's offers for
comprehensive and
constructive engagement to
jointly address the issues of
peace, security and stability
In South Asia. It is also
important that the Composite
Dialogue process between
the two countries should be
resumed. As a responsible
state, we are committed to
peace, stability and security
in South Asia. We desire
friendly, cooperative and
good neighbourly relations
with India.

Prime Minister Syed Yusuf
Raza Gilani, while addressing
the Diplomatic Correspondents'
Association on 22 October
2010, said, "Lasting peace and
security in South Asia can only
be achieved with a sincere
effort to resolve long-standing
disputes. This requires
leadership, vision and courage.
The only way forward for India
and Pakistan, is dialogue.”
Prime Minister added that he

had some productive
exchanges with his Indian
counterpart and  was

disappointed that the promise
of those meetings had not been
realized. He said, "We remain
seriously concerned over the
prevailing situation in Indian
Occupied Kashmir. Pakistan
shall continue to extend its full
moral, political and diplomatic
support to Kashmiri people in
their just cause."

Recently the UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon also voiced concern
over the deteriorating

situation in held Kashmir, but
said he could only use his
good-offices to address the
dispute if both parties -India
and Pakistan -agreed to such
a course. {Monthly Press
Conference of the UNSG on
7 October 2010}

Pakistan welcomes all
such offers to help resolve
the Kashmir issue. We feel
that the international
community should encourage
a process of peace and
rapprochement, help promote
the peaceful resolution of
disputes, and support nuclear
stabilization and restraint in
South Asia. The world must
also pay attention to the root
causes of insecurity and
instability in South Asia.

In order to move forward,
I strongly believe that Pakistan
and India must conduct their
relations on the basis of
sovereign equality, endeavor
to settle the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute, and build a
more secure and prosperous
future for their peoples.

Pakistan-Nepal Relations

Any discourse about the
regional situation will remain
incomplete without
mentioning Pakistan-Nepal
Relations.

As you know, a number
of memorable events were
organized to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of
Pakistan Nepal diplomatic
relations this year. These
included Made in Pakistan
Products Exhibition, Cultural
Performance by Sajjad Ali,
two golf tournaments, an
essay writing competition
among Nepalese students, a
blood donation camp by
Everest-K2 Society,
publication/launching of the
Nepalese version of a book
on Buddhist Gandhara, etc.

In the Golden Jubilee year,
the Prime Minister of Pakistan
His Excellency Syed Yusuf
Raza Gilani visited Nepal on
26-27 April 2010. During his
stay here, he held talks with
the Nepalese Prime Minister
the Rt. Hon'ble Madhav
Kumar Nepal and called on
the Nepalese President the Rt.
Hon'ble Dr. Ram Baran Yadav
to discuss bilateral matters
and regional and global issues
of mutual interest.

The Government of
Nepal graciously donated an
amount of Rs.10 million for
flood affectees of Pakistan
in August 2010.

The Technical Assistance
by Pakistan offering training,
scholarships, equipment, etc
continued during this year.

Before | conclude, let me
express my confidence that
Pakistan-Nepal relations will
continue to grow stronger to
the mutual benefit of our two
peoples. | thank you all once
again for being here today.

Abrar Hussain,
Ambassador of Pakistan,
Kathmandu
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Recalling the Black Day of Kashmir

Momin Iftikhar

October 27, each year, is
remembered as the Black
Day across the length and
breadth of Pakistan and the
entire State of Jammu and
Kashmir for the reason that
on this inauspicious day the
Indian occupational forces
landed in Srinagar that started
a chain reaction of events,
which has continued to
haunt the subcontinent to
this very day.

On this day, in 1947, the
festering tragedy of Kashmir
was born; an act of
aggression  that  has
consigned the prospects of
normalising the Indo-Pak
relations to the realm of
perpetual animosity, which
has already led to two wars,
in addition to the Kargil
skirmishes of 1999.

Even when the partition
of India and Pakistan had
been formalised and
announced on August 14, the
princely State of Jammu and
Kashmir - ruled by Maharaja
Hari Singh - remained in a
state of limbo. It was one of
the 584 princely states,
which - with the lapse of
paramountcy of the British
Crown in August - had to
make the choice of acceding
either to India or Pakistan.
Kashmir’s predominantly
Muslim population, their
contiguity to Pakistan and
the layout of major
communication
infrastructure made its
accession to Pakistan a
natural corollary of the
unfolding events. However,
given Nehru’s pathological

fixation over Kashmir,
strengthened by Lord
Mountbatten’s machinations,
this was not to be.

The invasion of Kashmir
was on the cards, even as
the boundary between India
and Pakistan was being
carved out through an award
by Sir Cyril Radcliffe. When
the Boundary Award was
announced its  most
controversial decision dealt
with the awarding of the
Gurdaspur district to India,
despite its Muslim majority
and contiguity to the
Pakistani territory. It is now
certain that Nehru by
manipulating his intimate
contacts  with  Lord
Mountbatten contrived
through the Boundary Award
to provide a land route to
India for its ultimate
occupation of Kashmir. In an
interview with the Daily
Telegraph on February 1992,
Radcliffe’s  Secretary,
Christopher Beaumont,
confirmed that the Boundary
Award was manipulated by
Mountbatten at the behest of
Nehru. Developing the
Gurdaspur access enabled
India to effectively link up
with the Kashmir Valley
through a land route and be
able to support large-scale
operations in the State of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Nehru now sought two
politico-military objectives:
First, to force the Maharaja
to sign an instrument of
accession and secondly to
wrest Kashmir by force. The
plan envisaged that if the
situation threatened to spiral

out of control, legal niceties
could be set aside and troop
landing could proceed
regardless of other factors.
As it was, the landing of the
Indian forces in Srinagar on
October 27, 1947, took
place without the signing of
any instrument of accession.
On that fateful day, the State
of Jammu and Kashmir
existed in the same
constitutional limbo of
insecure independence that it
had enjoyed since the
partition of India, following
the lapse of the British
paramountcy.

As October progressed,
the public unrest and
communal strife paralysed
the Maharaja’s
administration. There was a
rebellion in the state forces,
which revolted against Hari
Singh’s authority. More so,
they were also joined by
some pathan tribesmen
voluntarily. The Indians
started a propaganda
campaign to un-nerve the
Maharaja by projecting this
local threat as a systematic
invasion by the tribesmen
from Pakistan along the
Jhelum Valley Road.

As the situation in Jammu
and Kashmir deteriorated,
Lord Mountbatten, as
Governor General of India,
called a meeting of the
Defence Committee to
assess the situation on
October 25. The committee,
under his chairmanship
decided to immediately send
V. P. Menon, along with
senior army and air force
commanders to land in

Srinagar the same day,
reconnoitre the ground
situation and advise the
Maharaja to abandon
Srinagar for the safety of
Jammu across the Banihal
pass.

Mountbatten also ordered
the British Commander of
the Indian forces to
assemble a fleet of 10
transport aircraft for an
airlift operation after 48
hours for landing troops in
Srinagar. Menon’s visit of
October 25 so unnerved the
Maharaja that he packed all
his valuables and left for
Jammu by road in the
morning of October 26,
without signing any
instrument of accession.
Mountbatten chaired another
meeting of the Defence
Committee on October 26
and ordered the landing of
the first battalion of the Sikh
regiment in Srinagar on
October 27, even though no
evidence exists of any
instrument of accession
having been secured thus
far. On the same day, at
about 0900 hours, the Sikh
regiment was airlifted from
Gurgaon and landed at the
deserted Srinagar Airport.

The State of Pakistan,
struggling to find its feet in
its infancy, was stunned by
the Indian aggression. So on
October 27, Quaid-i-Azam
asked General Douglas
Gracey, acting Commander
in Chief, to send the
Pakistani troops to Kashmir.
But the General refused,
saying that he would need
the approval of Field Marshal

Claude Auchinleck, who held
supreme command over the
Indian and Pakistani forces.

Auchinleck flew to Lahore
on October 28 with the line
that sending the Pakistan
army into Kashmir would
amount to a formal
declaration of war and that if
Pakistan went to war he
would withdraw all the British
officers serving in the Pak
Army. It was many months
after that Pakistan was able
to respond militarily in
Kashmir, and when the
ceasefire occurred on
January 1, 1949, the Kashmir
issue stood internationalised,
by no one other than Nehru,
who himself sought to take
the matter to the United
Nations for resolution and
promised to hold a plebiscite
in Kashmir.

Thus, in the context of
the Indo Pak relations,
October 27 truly stands out
as a ‘Black Day’,
constituting the tragic
benchmark that sealed all
prospects of peace and

prosperity in the
subcontinent. Such a
monumental crime,

however, has extracted from
India its price in flesh and
blood. Sixty-three years
might have passed since the
aggression, yet the Indian
Held Kashmir has known no
peace and the demand for
Azadi - loud and strong - is
making it impossible for the
Indian leadership and its
puppets in Kashmir to know
any peace.

The writer is a freelance
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