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Are Indian Muslims really terrorists?

By Afshain Afzal

It made headlines of
all the Indian newspapers;
four Muslim terrorists
linked with Lashkar-e-
Tayyiaba who had planned
to launch a terrorist attack
on the Indian Military
Academy (IMA),
Dehradunwere arrested. In
commentaries, the Indian
media published and
telecast criticism about the
Muslim. There is no doubt
that fake encounter, extra
judicial Killings and
branding of being terrorist
have become fate for the
Muslims living in India. But
there are exceptions too;
all those who bow before
the tune of Indian masters
and are ready to sacrifice
their religion, culture,
traditions and ethics are
exempted. Coming back
to the topic, the special cell
of Delhi Police received a
lot of appreciations for
averting a major terrorist
attack on Indian Armed
forces. It was claimed by
Police that they arrested
four terrorists after a fierce
encounters. There was no
delay by higher authorities
to award Police personnel
involved in operation with
appreciation letters and
awards. The arrests also
led to dozens of other
arrests, supposedly liked
with tiers in Lashkar-e-
Tayyiaba hierarchy. After
five years, all four terrorists
were acquitted and release
by the Indian Court after
declaring them innocent.

As per the details,
special cell Delhi Police
averted a major terrorist
attack on India, when they
arrested four terrorists. The
terrorist had planned to
launch aterrorist attack on
the Indian Military
Academy, Dehradun. The
terrorist included Maulana
Dilawar Khan of Imdad-
ul-Uloom Madrassa in
northeast Delhi’s Welcome
area and Imam Masood
Ahmed, an Imam at the
Baghwali Masjid in the
same area were arrested
by Delhi Police Special
Cell’s office at Lodhi
Colony in March 2005.
The Police branded them
as terrorists belonging to

Lashkar-e-Tayyiaba and
registered case against them
for plotting a suicide attack
on the Indian Military
Academy in Dehradun.
They were subjected to
inhuman treatment and
torture for five years in jail
when filially Patiala House
Court judgement of January
8, 2010 set them free for
want of evidence. The
court also passed critical
remarks about the Delhi
Special Cell for its lapses
in investigation and for
misusing its powers.

Itis interesting to note that
Maulana Dilawar and
Imam Masood Ahmed
were arrested solely on the
basis of a statement by
Hamid Hussain, who was
under cover Indian
Intelligence agent working
for several agencies at the
same time. Hamid Hussain
was liked with Lashkar-e-
Tayyiaba by the Police and
as planned, he claimed that
that a consignment of
explosives is held with
Maulana Dilawar, which
will be used by Pakistani
terrorists. Police paraded
Maulana Dilawar and
Imam Masood Ahmed
before Hamid Hussain who
identified both as Lashkar-
e-Tayyiaba terrorists.
Police was quick enoughto
put recovery of a grenade
and a Chinese pistol with 24
bullets from them. Although
the Indian court has
acquitted Maulana Dilawar
and Imam Masood Ahmed
but special cell of Delhi
Police is likely to take
revenge of insultand would
try to arrest them in some
other case. Both the
Muslims religious leaders
are claiming that Police are
again harassing them and
they fear that Indian Police
would never leave them
alone and only their death
can solve their problem.
Another, so called, terrorist
was Haroon Rashid, hailing
from Bihar, who was a
mechanical engineer at
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL). He left his
job in December 2004 and
went to Singapore to
undergo a 22-month
preparatory course. On
May 16th, 2005, when he

returned from Singapore to
India, he was arrested by
Delhi Police from the Indira
Gandhi International
Airport, New Delhi on the
charges of financing a
conspiracy to carry out a
suicide attack on the Indian
Military ~ Academy,
Dehradun. The basis on
Haroon’s arrest was that
had twice remitted a total of
Rs 49,000 from Singapore
through Western Union
Money Transfer on January
10 and 15, 2005, to his
brother Mohammad
Younis, who had
subsequently delivered it to
Shams, one of the three
persons Killed in an
encounter in an apartment
in Uttam Nagar in March
2005. Police was also able
to establish Haroon’s links
with Pakistan. Later, it was
proved that since Haroon
belonged to a very poor
family so he had to take
Rupees 1 lakh loan from his
uncle to go to Singapore.
On reaching there, when he
found out that he would not
require such a large
amount, he returned
Rupees 49,000 back to his
brother as an installment of
the loan. It took five years
for the court to decide his
case. The court established
that Delhi Police Inspector
Kailash had lied about
evidences against Haroon
and that he was innocent.
He was therefore acquitted
by the court by January
2010 order.

The forth so called
Lashkar-e-Tayyiaba
terrorist was Muhammad

Iftikhar Ahsan Malik, who
was also arrested on the
charges plotting to carry
outasuicide attack on the
Indian Military Academy.
Iftikhar was a second year
student of Biotechnology
at Dehradun’s Dolphin
Institute of Biomedical &
Natural Sciences. He was
arrested by Special Cell of
Delhi Police from his house
on March 7, 2005. Police
claimed at a news
conference, that they have
recovered a diary
containing inflammatory
passages from the Quran,
a note that spoke of
avenging the 2002 Gujarat
riots and a invitation pass
to an Indian Military
Academy parade. Police
claimed that Iftikhar was in
touch with Shams who
killed in an encounter and
believed to be a Pakistani
terrorist. Police claimed
that Shams motivated him
to attend Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI)
meetings in his native Bihar
and that his education was
sponsored by Lashkar-e-
Tayyiaba. lIronically,
Iftikhar arrest came on the
suspicion by Police that it
was Iftikhar who was
referred in Shams’ diary as
“Shahid.” Later, Iftikhar
confessed before the court
that he had been forced by
the Special Cell to write out
the note about avenging
Gujarat. However, he
admitted that he had written
passages from the Al
Qura’an. The fact was also
established before the
court that Iftikhar had never

visited Dehradun and had
no link with anyone killed
in the March 2005 Uttam
Nagar encounter.
Therefore the court
acquitted him from the
charges and criticized the
Police for their irresponsible
behaviour.

Today all the four so called
terrorist are free menand can
lead a normal life as an
patriotic Indian citizen but
who can assure them that
Police officers like Ramesh
Lamba, Ran Singh, Kailash
Sanjay Dutt, Badrish Dultt,
Ramesh Sharma, Kailash
Singhal Bishtand many other
would not be there to ruin
their lives. The Indian court
hasacquitted them but stigma
of terrorist would always be
with their names and names
of their family members. One
wonders that why Indian
judiciary acquitted Maulana
Dilawar, Imam Masood
Ahmed, Haroon Rashid,
Muhammad Iftikhar Ahsan
Malik and many others?
Indian Police and Intelligence
agencies have again started
knocking their doors. This
game of suspicion and
mistrust will continue till the
time they don’tdie or killed
in some fake encounter.
Some of their friend and
family members who
deserted after their arrest are
keeping safe distance as
anything may happen again.
India authorities need to
seriously ponder that either
Indian judiciary should join
handswith India Police or the
Police and other agencies
need to change their
mentality
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