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India entraps US in Afghanistan

Sajjad Shaukat

Although US President
Obama has announced that
he will send an extra 30,000
troops to fight the war in
Afghanistan, yet his revised
strategy also includes exit
strategy as he has indicated
that withdrawal of forces
will startin July 2011. In this
context, on November 15,
US Secretary of State,
Hillary Clinton had already
revealed, "We're not inter-
ested in staying in Afghani-
stan" for a long time.and set
a start date for military
withdrawal. Frustrated in
achieving their goals, the
US-led NATO countries
have seriously been consid-
ering withdrawal of their
troops from Afghanistan in
future owing to growing do-
mestic pressure coupled
with daily casualties of their
personnel and rising cost of
war. Particularly, America
has been bearing huge
losses, amounting seven tril-
lion dollars in the total cost
of war against terrorism, in-
crease in defence budget
and acute financial crisis in-
side the US homeland. On
the other side, India wants
to entrap the US perma-
nently in Afghanistan in or-
der to achieve its secret de-
signs against Pakistan and
China - in the Indian-held
Kashmir by damaging
American global and re-
gional interests. It is basis of
Indian shrewd diplomacy to
engage the US-led NATO
troops in Afghanistan for
unlimited period. In this re-
gard, prior to his visit to the
US for getting sophisticated
technology, including Ameri-
can support for a permanent
seat for New Delhi in the
UN Security Council, Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh already exposed his
cunning diplomacy by
showing his illogical ap-
proach during his interview
to the Washington Post and
Newsweek. He remarked
that India "wants to resolve
all outstanding issues with
Pakistan”, while accusing
the latter of “sponsoring
terrorism...planning another
Mumbai-type attack in In-
dia". He called for the US
pressure on Islamabad to
rein in extremists. He also
said that he would encour-
age the American leader-
ship to stay in Afghanistan.
Besides, Singh warned that
Afghanistan could fall into
a civil war if the US pulled
out, while saying: "Itis very
important that both the US
and the global community
stay engaged in Afghani-
stan.” During his trip, Singh
who was warmly welcomed

by the American president
and other high officials left
no stone unturned in con-
vincing Washington raising
alleged concerns regarding
Pakistan and Afghanistan in
connection with militancy,
while emphasising a strate-
gic partnership and common
values of democracy. Under
the pretext of common goals,
his insistence was that both
US and India can collec-
tively resolve global and re-
gional issues like hunger, se-
curity and nuclear disarma-
ment in the wake of a com-
mon menace of terrorism -
a sustained commitment to
continue assisting Afghani-
stan. Indian PM Singh was
frustrated when on Novem-
ber 25, President Obama in
the joint press conference
made it clear that Washing-
ton wanted "encouraging
ways in which both India and
Pakistan can feel secure and
focus on the development of
their own countries and their
own people...our core goal
is to achieve peace and se-
curity for all the peoples in
the region, not just one coun-
try or the other”. Obama also
praised Pakistan's military
operations in Swat and South
Waziristan by explaining that
Islamabad had made
progress in fighting terrorists
- hoping for anti-terrorism
cooperation between all re-
gional parties for the benefit
of the people of Pakistan and
India. However, Manmohan
Singh who repeatedly indi-
cated that Pakistan has noth-
ing to fear from India cre-
ated a sense of fear for
Americans in order to en-
sure presence of their troops
in Afghanistan. In this con-
text, confused in his objec-
tives, in his meetings at
Washington, the Council on
Foreign Relations and the
Woodrow Wilson Centre, he
reiterated, if insurgency
"succeeds in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, it shall be cata-
strophic" not only for India
and the US but also for
whole of the region. He
again urged the needs of
greater American pressure
on Pakistan to curb terror-
ism. Nevertheless, by setting
aside Islamabad's perennial
offers for resumption of dia-
logue, the major aim of
Singh's American trip was to
indoctrinate the US high of-
ficials through Indian false
propaganda that Pakistan
has been sponsoring terror-
ism in both Afghanistan and
India. In fact, India wants to
entrap America permanently
in Afghanistan which has
become a most conducive
place for Indians to fulfill
their covert aims. Under the

pretext of Talibanisation of
Afghanistan and Pakistan,
Indian secret agency, RAW
with the support of Israeli
Mossad has well-established
its networks. Particularly,
India has been running secret
operations against Pakistan
from its consulates in Mazar-
i-Sharif, Jalalabad, Kandhar
and other sensitive parts of
the Pak-Afghan border. It
has spent millions of dollars
in Afghanistan to strengthen
its grip. And from there, In-
dian RAW has been sending
well-trained militants along
with arms to Pakistan in or-

with the cladestine support
of Indo-Israeli lobbies has
already started a propa-
ganda campaign in the West
to implicate Islamabad.
Even in an interview with
the CNN, Singh remarked
"Pakistan’s objectives in Af-
ghanistan are not necessar-
ily in harmony with the
American objectives...the
Pakistan government and
the Army are not moving to
remove the Afghan Taliban™
and that “Pakistan has not
done enough with regard to
pursuing the perpetrators of
the Mumbai terror attacks,"

Stepped up Indian state ter-

rorism In IHK condemned

terrorism in the territory.

atmosphere for talks.

Srinagar, (KMS): In occupied Kashmir, the Chairman
of All Parties Hurriyet Conference (APHC), Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, has condemned the stepped up Indian state|

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, addressing a public gathering
in Srinagar, said that Indian troops were killing innocent
Kashmiris in the occupied territory with impunity. “The
unresolved Kashmir dispute is the biggest hurdle in cor-
dial relations between Pakistan and India,” he added.

He urged India to release all the pro-freedom leaders
and activists, withdraw its troops from the territory, re-
voke all the draconian laws and allow unhindered cross-
border movement and trade for creation of a conducive

Commenting on the recent visit to the occupied valley
by Indian Prime Minister, Manmohan, the Mirwaiz said,
“Manmohan’s visit did not show any change in the Kash-
mir policy of India. Indian government should realise that
Kashmir is not a development, economic or governance
issue, but is a political issue.”

Emphasising that the Kashmir dispute was as alive as
it was in 1947, the APHC Chairman said, “No economic
package, accord or political gimmick can change the dis-
puted status of Jammu and Kashmir.” He said that the
APHC had always supported the efforts for meaningful
dialogue process to settle the longstanding dispute.

The Mirwaiz denounced the fake encounter in Machil
in which three innocent Kashmiri youth were killed by the|
troopers on April 30, this year.

der to attack the security
personnel including western
nationals. New Delhi which
wants to get strategic depth
against Pakistan has not only
increased its military troops
in the counry, but has also
decided to set up canton-
ments. In this respect, pup-
pet regime of Hamid Karzai
encouraged India in using the
Border Roads Organisation
in constructing the ring roads
by employing Indo-Tibeten
police force for security. Re-
garding Indian activities in
Afghanistan, on September
20, NATO commander, Gen.
McChrystal in his report on
the Afghan war admitted: "In-
dian political and economic
influence is increasing in Af-
ghanistan including signifi-
cant development efforts...is
likely to exacerbate regional
tensions.” Worried about
withdrawal of the US-led al-
lies from Afghanistan, India

while, he presumed that
Pakistan's nuclear arsenal
could fall into the wrong
hands. While showing real-
istic approach by rejecting
Indian blame game against
Pakistan, the US, UK and
some other western coun-
tries have already refused
official involvement of
Islamabad in the Mumbai
carnage of last year. Be-
sides, in the recent past, a
team of Indian intelligence
officials left the US disap-
pointed after a week-long
stay as they were not al-
lowed interrogating a Paki-
stan-born American national
David Coleman Headley,
arrested by the FBI on
charges of plotting a major
terror attack in India. Now,
American officials and me-
dia have started focusing on
Hindu fundamentalism inthe
face of recent leakage of
the Justice Liberation Com-

mission, admitting the official
involvement of the BJP lead-
ership in the destruction of
the Babri Masjid (Mosque)
- and over other develop-
ments like human violations
in the Indian-held Kashmir,
including violence against the
Muslim and the Christian
communities. However, if
US-led NATO forces with-
draw from Afghanistan,
Karzai regime will fall like a
palace of cards due to the
growing Taliban militancy.
Even New Delhi will not be
in a position to maintain its
network in the wake of the
successful guerrilla warfare
of the Taliban. Therefore,
India is doing its utmost to
convince Washington to
have a long stay in Afghani-
stan. Failed in this objective,
it can even act upon dirty
tricks to get the foreign
forces entangled in Afghani-
stan. In this context, first,
with help of some so-called
Indian Muslims, Indian
RAW will increase attacks
inside Afghanistan, targeting
especially American soldiers
with the sole aim to revive
old blame game of the west
against Islamabad for cross-
border-terrorism. Second,
RAW is likely to arrange
another Mumbai type terror-
carnage in India to get the
sympathies of America and
Europe, and to further dis-
tort the image of Islamabad.
Third, with the help of Indian
army officers and RAW,
Hindu terrorists can over-
come the obstacles in the
acquisition of the weapons of
mass destruction (WMDs).
As regards the acquisition of
WMDs, some Indian army
officers and RAW could al-
ready be in cooperation with
the Hindu fundamentalist
organisations. They could
also get or produce dirty
nuclear bombs. While, west-
ern apprehensions are still
found that some extremist
Muslim militant, based in
Pakistan's tribal areas are in
pursuit of WMDs to use
them in America and any
European country. India has
intensified its propaganda
campaign regarding the in-
security of Pakistan's atomic
assets. In this context, as a
last option, India could use
these fatal devices in the
West, especially the US
homeland not only to ensure
NATO troops in Afghani-
stan, but also to incite them
to attack Pakistan. Indians
could also implement this
most dangerous scheme so
that the major western pow-
ers could demand Islamabad
to roll back its nuclear
programme.
sajjad_logic@yahoo.com
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