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Struggle for freedom in Kashmir

Farooq Rehmani

Since 1990 the popular
struggle of the Kashmiris
for the right of self
determination has been
witnessing many
vicissitudes and suffering
shocks of deceit and
treachery followed by
upheavals and great human
sacrifices. Although the
days of the movement’s
spring were every time
very short; its supporters
and leaders could not avail
of some  God-sent
opportunities during the last
62 years of trial and turmoil.
Still the people withstood
horrors of the Indian regime
and came out of the
environment of disillusion
and depression with pride of
endurance. Today the
importance of resolving the
dispute by peaceful
negotiations has no doubt
increased, but the regional
conditions, such as the war
in Afghanistan, struggle
between different powers
in that poor country,
nefarious activities of India
along the Durand line in
Afghanistan, foreign spying
activities in Pakistan,
besides sponsored India-
Afghan terrorism has made
the process of Kashmir
resolution very thorny and
vague. Kashmiris ask this
question, if under the given
conditions Pakistan can see
the resolution of Kashmir
from the angle of the
Kashmiris, who since 1990
have lost more than one
hundred thousand people in
their quest for freedom.
Therefore, they don’t trust
the secret diplomacy. They
are hanging between the
devil and the deep blue sky,
not knowing how to avoid
the consequences of the
current “war on terror” on
Jammu and Kashmir.

Till recently Kashmir
was a forgotten issue in the
spectrum of big-power
interests. Although it is still
in that position, but it has
shaken  the Indian
occupation regime and
certainly it is a burning topic
in India itself. Yet there are
vested interests which
interpret the situation of
Kashmir in a very
prejudiced manner. They
make every attempt to
belittle the importance of the
uprising and try to throw the
present fascinating and

astonishing struggle into
doldrums. Kashmiris have
become very sensitive
about the role and reactions
of the people around them.
They keep vigil on the
events that can make or
mar their destiny. They feel
that still the world is not so
much serious about their
plight under the Indian
subjugation. They are not
highlighted or recognized at
par with some other
oppressed nations of the
world.

No one cares about the
Kashmiris who are being
killed like dares in jungles,
dishonored like beggars
and prosecuted like habitual
criminals when they
demand their inalienable
right—the right of self
determination and raise
their voice against the
illegal occupation of
Kashmir by India. Asimple
statement; fulfill your
promise’ also irks India.
India has robbed Kashmir
of its cultural and historical
heritage, and forest wealth
and economy. The
innocent inhabitants
continue to give their blood
and honor for a cause that
is so dear to every nation
on earth—Azadi. The
regime has a narrow base
among the people, so it is
ruthless to shoot them at
will and drag to prisons and
torture centers irrespective
of their age or gender.
During the last several
decades India forced the
Kashmiris to live as
refugees in Pakistan. The
tragic saga looks unending,
as the lands, orchards and
houses of Kashmiris who
were forced to flee from
their homes to Azad
Kashmir in 1990, give a
desolate look. Many can’t
risk their lives to go back
to their ancestral homes.
The Countryside is heavily
occupied and patrolled by
army and paramilitary
forces, and beasts alike.
Both are after humanity in
the picturesque land of
Kashmir. Therefore, the
land and orchard owners
rarely dare to protect their
crops and orchard fields.
My own apple garden and
agricultural land is in an
upper area of Bandipora.
Because of these fears
cultivators and gardeners
cannot go there to look
after the land, as a result a

female bear has come for
the first from her remote
forest den and has given
birth to cubs in the orchard
garden—sending shock
and horror around the area.
In the near past village
women used to go to
forests along with their
males to collect dry wood
for their domestic use. But,
now owing to the patrolling
of army and police task-
force in villages and forests
they can’t risk their honor
or threaten their lives by
wandering in jungles for
wood and timber. Army
encroachments have also
robbed Kashmir of its
green gold, clean streams
and springs and the
beautiful singing birds.
Army and police are after
both—youth and birds.
Thundering of guns in these
beautiful forests and
meadows has forced some
of the best species of birds
to flee somewhere else in
search of safer nests.
Today the Kashmiri
youth believe that it is all
rhetoric that the Kashmiris
are free under the Indian
flag and constitution. In
reality India treats Kashmir

like a colony and imposes
its own will on the brave
and sensitive inhabitants of
the land. India has been
misleading the world since
1947. 1t has silenced and
sidelined the World Body on
Kashmir. Therefore the
people are neither heard nor
permitted to break their
shackles of political
subjugation. We are asked
to keep quiet, shut our eyes
and look through the eyes
of others, as India is a big
country and American and
European interests
converge here.

It is the most painful
observation that still after
having suffered so long and
sacrificed so many people
the world is mum on
Kashmir. They simply look
at it from the Indian angle
or their own regional
interests—thus narrowing
the scope of solution to
mere status quo or cross-
LOC trade, travel and
cultural ties. Why the world
is so cool and cynical
towards giving due space
to the Kashmiri standpoint
on a just and durable
solution of the Kashmir
dispute. Is it because

Kashmir is a small state
and it has apparently no oil
and gas resources or it is
not an island in the Indian
Ocean? In fact Kashmir is
more resourceful and
historically, culturally,
economically, and
intellectually more
compatible than many
modern tiny nation-states.
In the past, it provided
leadership to the Indian sub
continent. It has the
potential to make its
contribution in almost
every field of life to South
Asia. The history can’t
ignore those great
Kashmiris who have left
their imprints as pioneer
characters of different
branches of knowledge in
South Asia.

How long the Kashmiris
would listen to the hollow
sermons of world leaders
and regional politicians with
regard to a just and peaceful
solution of the Kashmir
issue. Their patience has
exhausted. Today
Kashmiris are facing
bloodbath and humiliation of
their near and dear ones in
their own homes. How can
they sitidle?

Indian all-party
delegation’s visit to IHK fails

Srinagar, September 20
(KMS): In occupied
Kashmir, visit of the Indian
All-Party delegation to
Srinagar proved futile, as the
All  Parties Hurriyet
Conference Chairman,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq,
veteran Kashmiri Hurriyet
leader, Syed Ali Gilani and
other pro-movement leaders
boycotted a meeting
convened on the occasion.

Others refusing meeting
with the visiting delegation
included the High Court Bar
Association, Students Union
of Kashmir University and
trade unions.

The APHC Chairman in
a media interview said that
India had converted the
occupied territory into a
prison and in such
circumstances visit of the
delegation was a futile
exercise and was not to
produce results. He said
that Hurriyet leadership was
not against the dialogue
process but before that India

should withdraw troops,
repeal black laws and
release Kashmiri political
prisoners.

Syed Ali Gilani in a
statement said that talks
under Indian constitution
were not acceptable to the
Kashmiri people. He added
that negotiations and killing
of innocent Kashmiris
could not go together. He
urged India to accept
Jammu and Kashmir as a
dispute territory.

hi The Hurriyet leaders
emphasized that Pakistan,
India and the Kashmiris
were the three parties to
the Kashmir dispute that
could be resolved by
holding tripartite talks
participated by them.

On the other hand,
curfew continued to
remain enforced in
Srinagar and other major
cities and towns of the
territory. Hundreds of
policemen and paramilitary
troopers were seen

patrolling the deserted
streets and even the
journalists associated with
the local Kashmiri media
organizations were not
allowed to venture out of
their residences despite
having curfew passes.
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq,
Syed Ali Gilani and many
other Hurriyet leaders
remained under house
arrest. Political observers
in Srinagar maintained that
the All-Party delegation’s
visit to the occupied
territory in such an
environment was totally
meaningless.

Defying curfew,
hundreds of people took to the
streets at Nathipora in Sopore
to protest against the killing
of a 25-year old girl, who
was killed by Indian troops
without any provocation,
yesterday. Indian police
resorted to baton charge and
excessive teargas shelling to
disperse the protesters
injuring five of them.
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