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US on Indo-Pak relations

Ghulam Sarwar

Soon after taking over as
President of the United
States , Barak Obama had
started showing his keen
interests in Indo-Pak
relations. More so, in his
electioneering campaign, he
had underscored the need to
resolving the Kashmir issue.
Towards that end, he had
suggested to appoint a
special envoy who could
help in resolving this issue.
However, after assumption
of President’s office, his
enthusiasm for early
solution of Kashmir would
considerably and now it
seems that he has put this
issue on the back burner.
His latest stance on the
subject is that since Kashmir
is a bilateral issue, it is
incumbent both on India and
Pakistan to mutually resolve
it. Viewed in this context, India
’s successful lobby backed by
pro-Zionist lobby in
Washington has successfully
brought about this change in
Obama’s thinking.

Finding himself
incapable of playing an
active role to settling the
Kashmir issue, Obama has
recently asked Chinato help
improve ties between India
and Pakistan . This shows
his clear interest on the
improvement of relations
between the two contending
neighbors. In the joint
statement, it has been
explicitly stated that the US
and China must work
together to promote peace,
stability and development in
the region. India , however,
is quite unhappy with the US
on conferring a heightened

role on China . With regard
to India ’s attitude. There is
no room for a third party
interference in sorting out
this tangled issue. To allay
India ’s apprehensions, US
Assistant Secretary of State,
Robert Blake assured India
that it should not be
unnecessarily agitated on
Obama’s remarks that he had
made in China as the US
firmly believes that it was
upto India and Pakistan to
decide on the substance,
scope and pace of these
relations. He further stressed
that as friend of both, India
and Pakistan , US has always
encouraged both India and
Pakistan to narrow their
differences.

So far as Pakistan ’s
stance is concerned, it is
abundantly clear that it
stands for peace and with
this end in view, it has been
constantly urging India to
restart the composite
dialogue. But India has not
responded favourably to
Pakistan ’s suggestions. Its
main excuse is that Pakistan
has not shown any keenness
to get hold of the terrorists
responsible for the Mumbai
terrorist attack. India also
demands the arrest of Jamaat-
ud-Dawah leader, Hafiz Saeed,
which has not so far been met.
Hafiz Saeed was arrested
many a times, but each time
he was released by the court
for lack of evidence.

America ’s latest stance
on the subject is that it has
emphatically assured India
that it had no intention to
involve itself in the
settlement of the Kashmir
issue. However, US strongly

feel that the differences
between the two neighbours
should be resolved
peacefully. This done,
Pakistan would then be in a
position to withdraw its
troops from the eastern
border and deploy them on
the western front.
Incidentally, of late, the
Indian Government has
started efforts to hold talks
with the Kashmiri leaders.
The deliberations are
primarily focused on the
grant of autonomy to the
State. According to informed
circles, back channel

negotiations are also being
resumed. These are all happy
signs, but sad part of the
story is that India ’s past
record to stand by its
promises and commitments
is quite dismal. Just recall
Nehru’s solemn pledges to
hold a plebiscite to ascertain
wishes of the Kashmiri
people and he reneged on
these with a straight face.
Another example relates to
the recent past. The Indian
Prime Minister, had
committed himself at
Sharm-u-Shaikh to eliminate
terrorism from the

Gilani urges India to give up

intransigence on Kashmir

Srinagar, (KMS): In occupied Kashmir, veteran Kashmiri
Hurriyet leader, Syed Ali Gilani has urged India to accept the
disputed status of Jammu and Kashmir and take steps for
resolving the lingering dispute in accordance with the
Kashmiris’ aspirations.Syed Ali Gilani in a statement issued
in Srinagar pointed out that instead of finding a peaceful
political solution to the Kashmir dispute, India always pursued
the policy of repression and suppression. “New Delhi has
so far tried all tactics, including inflicting atrocities offering
allurements and other benefits, but Kashmiris have remained
firm on their stand and have rejected all the offers,” he
said.The veteran Hurriyet leader asked India to give up its
intransigence, adopt a realistic approach, declare Jammu
and Kashmir as a disputed territory, release all Hurriyet
detainees, revoke black laws and start withdrawal of its|
troops from Jammu and Kashmir to create conducive
atmosphere for settling the conflict over Kashmir. “India
has no option but to resolve the dispute,” he added. Syed Ali
Gilani expressed serious concern over the continued illegal
detention of Hurriyet leaders and activists including Shabbir|
Ahmad Shah, Ghulam Nabi Sumjhi, Masarrat Alam Butt, Dr
Muhammad Qasim Fakhtoo, Abdul Aziz Dar, Firdous Ahmad
Shah, Muhammad Yousuf Mir, Muhammad Yousuf Nadeem
and Muhammad Rafiq Ganai. “Hurriyet leaders continue to
languish in jails even as authorities here are portraying Indian
Prime Minister's upcoming visit to the territory as part of political
process,” he deplored. The veteran Hurriyet leader appealed
the functionaries of International Red Cross in the occupied
territory to highlight the plight of Kashmiri detainees and take
up the matter of their release with Indian Prime Minister.

composite dialogue.
However he backtracked on
it on return to New Delhi .
By doing so, he did not feel
any qualms of conscience.

Another feather in
Manmohan Singh’s turban.
While, US Secretary of
State, Ms. Hillary Clinton
was visiting Pakistan
Manmohan Singh flew to
Srinagar and publicly stated
that India was desirous of
holding a talk with Pakistan
without any pre-condition.
These talks, however, are no
where in sight now. With
regard to Indian Prime
Minister’s recent visit to
United States , US under
Secretary, William Buns
remarked that it was an
historic visit and ties with
India would change history.
These are all loud claims, and
it is not et clear, if Pakistan
has done any homework to
assess the quantum of gains.
New Delhi must have made
during this visit. Also, one
wonders if any analysis has
been carried out to assess the
likely impact of this visit on
Pakistan . In this context, it
is rather too naive to expect
much from the Central
Government, Islamabad .
However, the opposition, the
judiciary, the media and the
civil society could, to some
make some contribution
towards safeguarding Pakistan
’s national interests. To
conclude, Amnesty
International has addressed a
letter to President Obama
asking him to raise the issue of
mass human rights violations
in occupied Kashmir . Viewed
in this context, it is high time
for our Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister to take up this
issue with Washington .
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