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Indian Water | Hegemony

I.LA. Pansohta

According to Carl
Marx, economic interests
dictate the course of
history. If we grill this
statement with regard to
Pakistan and India, it would
be more appropriate to say
that water decides the true
mechanism of any state’s
survival and political
profile. Any water
controversy between India
and Pakistan indicates lack
of monitoring and
implementation of Indus
Water Treaty, 1960 in its
letter and spirit. Water is
gift of Almighty Allah and
a symbol of life. The
scarcity of water means
strangulation, and drought
resulting into a chain action
leading to one after the
other problem e.g. land
erosion, shortage of
agricultural products, price
hike, un-employment, law
and order situation, chaos
and anarchy and its ultimate
product violence breeding
more violence.

There is no concept of
plant life without water.
Irrigation is life-line and life
blood of all living creatures
- be it animals or plants.
More than 70% economy
of Pakistan is based on the
agriculture product. The
same situation is faced by
other South Asian states
like Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Bhutan. It
means the mainstay of
survival of both rivals i.e.
Pakistan and India rests on
the availability of water. If
both the countries do not

fight against each other then
water blockade by one state
can defeat the other.
During the last couple
of years, confrontation
between India and Pakistan
over the construction of
Bughliar Dam created
much bitterness between
the two countries. Both
countries already had a
bitter dispute over the Indus
water. Similar situation was
faced by Bangladesh over
the Indian construction of a
canal, to divert the water of
Brahmaputra. Tension also
prevails between India and
Nepal, India and China —
that may one day take a
serious turn, as all the
entities claim their share of
water over the river water
passing through their
respective territories.
Apart from the survival
criteria, the water of India
and Pakistan also decide
their respective prowess to
twist the arms or brow beat
its rival. When Pakistan
raised her voice against
hegemonic and expansionist
designs, no body bothered to
heed. But now, when the
water crisis has become the
matter of life or death, her
policies to choke the water
resources by building dams
such as Dulhasti, Dugar,
Gondhala, Reoli/Dugli,
Sach-Khas, Tandi, Teling
Tinget, Sawalkot, Seli, Raoli
and Kirthal hydropower
projects, besides Baghliar
Dam on Chinab further
aggravated Pakistan’s
position. According to the
reports, India has also

commenced its projects like
Uri-1 and Uri-2, on the same
river. According to Indian
Prime Minister there are
actually 67 projects, nineteen
out of these have already
been completed.
According to John
Briscoe and Usman Qamar
who compiled their book titled
‘Pakistan Water Economy —
Running Dry” claims that
Pakistan is one of the world’s
most arid countries, with an
average rainfall of under
240mm a year. The
population and the economy
are heavily dependent on an
annual influx into the Indus
river system (Including the
Indus), Jhelum, Chenab,
Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej rivers
of about 180 billion cubic

meters of water, that
emanates from  the
neighboring countries and is
mostly derived from the
snow melt in the
Himalayas...The  first
challenge arose because the
lines of partition of the Indo-
Pak subcontinent severed
the irrigated heartland of
Punjab from the live giving
waters of the Ravi, Beas and
Sutlej rivers. In the
unprecedented triumph of
water diplomacy, Pakistani
engineers, together with
their Indian counterparts
and the World Bank,
negotiated the Indus
Waters Treaty giving
Pakistan right in perpetuity
to the waters of Indus,
Jhelum and Chenab rivers,

‘Authorities, CBI shielding
culprits of Shopian incident’

Srinagar, (KMS): In occupied Kashmir, the family
members of the two women, Asiya and Neelofar, who
were molested and murdered in Shopian by Indian
troops on May 29, last year, have said that the
occupation authorities and Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) are shielding the culprits.

Shakeel Ahmed Ahangar, husband of Neelofar and
brother of Asiya, told newsmen that the CBI staged the
exhumation drama only to add insult to injuries of the
family. “The probe report submitted by CBI was nothing
more than a bundle of lies,” he said.

Shakeel said that he would continue to fight for
justice at all costs. “I am thankful to people of
Shopian, in general, and Majlis-e-Mushawrat, in
particular, for their support. 1 would not have been
able to do anything alone,” he said.

Asiya’s elder sister, Roohi a student of B.SC 3rd year,
said, “Asiya was a very quiet, sober, simple and down
to earth girl. She never showed any interest in going
for shopping and buying trendy clothes or ornaments
but used to prefer buying books and science magazines.”

which comprise 75 percent
of the flow of the whole
Indus system.

Experts on the water
division surveyors divide this
region into three distinct
plains; Indus Valley (mostly
in Pakistan), the Punjab
Valley (divided between
India and Pakistan including
Haryana plains) and the
Middle and Lower Ganga
Valley. By another definition,
the Indo-Gangetic Plain is
divided into two drainage
basins; eastern part consists
of the Ganga-Brahmaputra
drainage systems and Delhi
Ridge. These regional
distinctions are based
primarily on the availability
of water. In terms of
availability of water, Indian
reservoir of water that it
received through
Brahmaputra and Ganga is
much bigger than the share
Pakistan received under
Indus Water Treaty.

Pakistan objected to
the construction of the
Dams on the Indus and
Chenab in Jammu and
Kashmir which is part of
the large dispute on water
sharing of the Indus River
and its tributaries. Will the
whole South Asia die of
hunger and lack of their
bare necessities of food
requirements, while
Indian hegemonic and
expansionist goes on by
tightening the noose
around their necks to
force them to perish by
keeping the shutter
control in their hands.
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